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Pyrgos village  

Pyrgos, is a village, 13 kilometers east of the city of Limassol. Its administrative boundaries reach up to 

the sea.  

       

Pyrgos,  receives an annual rainfall of about 430 mm; citrus, olive,  carob and other fruit trees,  are 

cultivated in the area. Various types of vegetables and especially tomatoes are also cultivated. Pyrgos 

is famous for the quality of its tomatoes. The village is included in the large irrigation project of the 

South Duct and has benefited in the context of the second phase with the irrigation of about 100 

hectares. As far as transportation is concerned, Pyrgos is connected in the south to the Limassol - 

Nicosia highway and in the south-east with the village of Moni as well as with the village Parekklisia in 

the west.  

 

The village, mainly because of the relevantly small distance from the city of Limassol, has undergone 

several increases of its population.  

 

Population of Pyrgos village 

 

Year Inhabitance 

 

1881 187 

1891 326 

1901 308 

1921 421 

1931 478 

1946 570 

1960 702 

1973 712 

1982 803 

2001 2120 
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The village existed during the Medieval times under the exact same name. In old maps it is marked 

under the name Pirgo and Birgo. The name of the village originated from the fact that there was a 

tower in the region, apparently one of the Byzantine years. A tower must have existed also during the 

Frank domination era. The tower that existed in the village was a common Medieval one. Nearchos 

Klerides reports a local tradition according to which a "Pyrgos tis Rigainas" (Tower of the Queen), from 

the floor of which began a tunnel that extended to Amathous. As it often occurs with such traditions 

that are related to medieval or more ancient structures, the legendary existence of some great treasure 

is necessary. In the case of Pyrgos, the legendary treasure is a solid gold carriage with which the 

notorious Rigaina moved around. An old building in the village is known as "rigoudin" and it is believed 

that its floor is that of the original tower from where the tunnel begun. 

 

   

 

The main church of Pyrgos is Panagia Pyrgotissa (Blessed Virgin Mary of Pyrgos ) and it was  built 

from 1886 until 1902.  

 

In the East side of the tourist region of Limassol, between two five star luxurious hotels is found the 

unique beautiful beach "AORATOI", that belongs to the community of Pyrgos. 

The beach is extended over a length of 1000 meters with a beautiful sandy beach. The marina of Agios 

Raphael  is considered one of the most fully organised marinas. In the region of the village there are at 

least two archaeological sites from Prehistoric times that prove an older inhabitation of the area.  

 

There are nice hotels and a big beautiful marina in our village. Tourists visit our village to enjoy the 

cleaned beaches and the blue sea and enjoy the Cypriot hospitality. 
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By Marios Efthimiou 

Member of Pyrgos Community Youth Club 

 

 

 

The archaeological site of Pyrgos  

Pyrgos is probably one the most important ancient sites yet found in Cyprus. A very important industrial 

area with different rooms came to light. During the period 2350 - 1850BC, in Pyrgos village, were 

produced perfumes, olive oil and wine. Rooms related with metallurgy and text tiles were found too. 

There is evidence that, for the first time, olive oil was used as a fuel in copper production. 

 

 

  

The excavations were carried out by a team of scientists from the National Council for Research of 

Italy under Mrs Maria Belgiornoôs direction. Around 2,000 copper slag and bronze objects, stone tools 

and moulds have been found, noting that many had been chemically analysed and that copper, tin, 

lead, zinc, arsenic, silver, nickel, iron, sulphur, and silicon had been found. 
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The analysis confirmed archaeologistsô beliefs that the primary and secondary processing of raw 

copper were undertaken at Pyrgos. 

  

                 

The scarce presence of carbons in a number of small furnaces and forges point to the fact that olive oil 

and the waste remains from its processing had been used as fuel in copper production. The analyses 

of burned oil showed the use of olive oil as fuel. 

 

       

 

In one of the rooms of that industrial area there was a peculiar laboratory producing perfumes earlier 

than Egypt. The essences were obtained with the maceration system in olive oil. There was also 

evidence of silk production and an olive press. 
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By Dimitra Evagorou 

Member of  Pyrgos Community Youth Club 
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About .6/ Ȱ+ÒÁÎÔÁÓȱ ÏÆ 0ÌÕÎÇÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÍÕÎÉÃÉÐÁÌÉÔÙȟ 

Lithuania  

Aims: 

Organisation aims at creating a safe space for young people to realise their ideas, supports their 

initiatives and gives the opportunity on non-formal and intercultural learning. Moreover, organisation 

within its activities seeks to create added value for local community ï informs about various issues, 

helps to tackle the problems, etc. 

Main activities: 

Youth initiative projects. Organisation implements various projects seeking to contribute to education of 

young people ï to inspire their creativity, critical thinking and citizenship activities. Organisation works 

a lot with disadvantaged youth from rural areas and facilitates their integration into local community. 

Actions and events for local community: 

NVO ñKrantasò tries to encourage local community to participate in social life, helps to tackle local 

problems and develops a variety of leisure activities. 

Seminars, training courses, conferences: 

Organisation coaches and sends young people to develop their competences to various events in 

Lithuania and abroad. 

Consultations: 

Experienced members consult young people for making and managing projects, preparing reports and 

getting the information about the opportunities of non ï formal education. International Youth awards 

programme. NVO ñKrantasò implements the programme in order to promote young people to dedicate 

their leisure time for interesting and creative activities. 

Youth exchange projects: 

NGO ñKrantasò hosts and sends the groups of young people to youth exchange projects and gives 

young people the opportunity of intercultural learning. 

Youth policy formation and implementation: 

NGO ñKrantasòhas a representative in Plunges Region Council on Youth Affairs. As well, NGO 

ñKrantasò supports development of rural NGOs from neighboring villages and regions. 

Participation in Baltic Sea Region Youth Policy: 

NGO ñKrantasò from 2008 became a part of Baltic Sea States Sub-regional Cooperation (BSSSC) 

Working Group on Youth Policy (WGYP) Youth Network. 

Main working themes: 

Organization works with various themes and in various directions. Actually, itôs everything what 

concerns young people ï starting with tackling environmental issues, human rights education and 

finishing with the promotion of artistic activities. Organization ñKrantasò has already implemented plenty 

of projects, initiatives in local, regional, national and international level. At the moment organization 

works on information project ñWithout cornersò ï creates television broadcast and publishes magazine 
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ï this let young people to understand more about their local realities, opportunities and motivates to 

take active part in society. 

Target group: 

Target group of NGO ñKrantasò is young people from local community, especially with fewer 

opportunities (from rural areas, with social, economic disadvantages, etc.). Now in NGO ñKrantasñ 

there are over 40 members aged from 14 to 29 years of age.  

 

Contacts 

Maybe you have some ideas, questions? Maybe you want to collaborate with us? 

Write for us: 

NGO ñKrantasò Address: Gandingos g. 10-11, Plunge, Lithuania 

E-mail : nvokrantas@gmail.com 

Gintarǟ Gedrimaitǟ ï President of NGO ñKrantasò: 

Telephone number: 0037060006576, 

E-mail: gintare.gedrimaite@gmail.com 

Raminta Bartkutǟ ï Substitute of NGO ñKrantasò president: 

Telephone number: 0037062486300 

E-mail: raminta.b@gmail.com 

 

Surveys of NVO ñKrantasò members 

 

Research I.  

Started: 29/06/2011, ended: 24/08/2011. 

Votes: 9 

Question: What will you do this summer? 

Answers: 

I will have holiday by the sea 0% 

I will have a rest at home, but also I will engage in various activities 22% 

I will work 0% 

I will go abroad 22% 

I have not planned yet, bus I plan to spend holiday spontaneously 56% 

 

Research II.  

Started: 16/10/2011, ended 21/11/2011. 

Votes: 13 

Question: What does the NVO ñKrantasò mean for you? 

Answers: 

Implementation of ideas 8% 
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Meaningful leisure 31% 

Fun people, good humour, travel and adventure 8% 

Surprises 0% 

An immense, incomprehensible, but it is necessary 46% 

 

Public institution Plunge Open Youth Centre  

Address: Senamiescio sq. 5, Plunge, Lithuania 

E-mail: jaunimas@plunge.lt, pajc@pajc.lt 

http://www.pajc.lt 

Tel.: +370 687 70339 

 

Plunge Open Youth Centre activities are planned and implemented, taking into accounts the 

youth's needs and desires. For young people, according to their expressed wishes of the activity is 

created and premises Employment Plan. Plunge Open Youth Centre has the following directions: 

Fruitful and safe leisure time. Plunge Open Youth Centre is intended to create a safe space 

where young people can safely (without violence, drugs) spend time. There are a variety of organized 

activities and classes, according to the needs of young people. Young people would like to see 

entertainment venues, events, sports diversity. Young people are not always effectively utilizing their 

free time because of the time, finance, information, lack of fatigue. 

Planning activities for 2012, the survey of young people needs was implemented. 

Question: what you would like to do in 2012? 

Answers showed the critical need for purposeful leisure time. Answers: 

1. to organize various film screenings; 

2. to organize music events (which are already proven in the previous year); 

3. to play table games in the afternoon. 

 

Conclusions: 

a) The centre has to try to implement one of the most important human needs - self-realization, 

so the young people taking part in, are willing to express themselves, to implement the various 

activities, to plan exciting events, to organize competitions. These non-traditional ways of 

entertainment increasing number of urban youth involved in positive social activities. 

b) Planned thematic and artistic activities (art, decoupage, photography, etc.) are extremely 

important. 

c) Also, many young people wish to have dance courses and music lessons and etc. But Plunge 

Open Youth Centre has not yet been able to implement them. The Centre can only provide the 

location, but can not offer the tools. In the future is expected to get more money to buy music 

instruments that young people's music and dance groups may realize their potential. 

mailto:jaunimas@plunge.lt
mailto:pajc@pajc.lt
http://www.pajc.lt/
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d) Also observed the need for youth sports, games and fitness activities. It is planned to 

organize night basketball tournament, a variety of summer hiking in nature, the orienteering game, 

which can not only activate young people to involve in sports but also provide knowledge about their 

native city.  

e) Also highlighted the need for youth to get them the necessary information, knowledge and 

develop competencies such as the ability to solve problems, make decisions, creative and critical 

thinking, self-knowledge, to cope with stress, it was decided to organize a variety of lectures, training 

sessions on relevant topics for young people, as well as the development of youth entrepreneurship. 

Work centre information and advice on issues - the organization's development, project management, 

and search and co-sponsored with the social partners. 

f) A great need and desire is to join other youth activities stems from the Plunge district towns 

and villages. Rural unemployment makes youth often to spend their time doing nothing, alcohol 

consumption, and so on. Young people would often be happy to join in Plunge Open Youth Centre 

activities. 

Most urgent problems of young people identified: 

¶ Low operating employment 

¶ Migration. Young people migrate to foreign countries and major cities in Lithuania because of 

easier access to job, higher payment. 

¶ Lack of work and its diversity. Rural young people do not want to do agricultural work. It is also 

difficult to employment of a qualified practitioner, as poor labour supply. 

¶ lack of meaningful leisure (services are often paid) 

¶ depletion of terrestrial resources (talented, motivated young people leave) 

¶ Inability to find an occupation. 

¶ Autonomy, lack of initiative, apathy, frustration, lack of motivation (what do I need? What in it 

for me?, etc.) 
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My town  Kresna  

 

Kresna is a small town in the 

Southwestern part of Bulgaria. On one side is 

based in the Pirin Mountain and reaches the 

sandy talus Mello, spread like a giant fan in the 

northeast, on the other side are the lower slopes 

of the mountain Maleshevska. Kresna is on the 

both banks of the Struma River. 

 

I never imagined that living in a small town could 

have such an impact on my life. When I was a teenager, I 

thought that it was a disadvantage - the same boring 

routine every day.  

 

 

Now I live and work in Kresna and realize how important my small 

town is to me.  I appreciate the familiar faces I see every day. I like the 

feeling of security and belonging my town offers.  
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My favorite sport is rafting. The rapid waters of the Struma River in the region of Kresna Gorge 

provide the best conditions for rafting. 

      

I wrote a poem for my hometown Kresna: 

Kresna ï my ancient legend, 

My hometown - hope and destiny! 

I live here with love and faith 

and swear in your eternity! 

 

 Whenever and where I go, 

your ruby sunset brings me back. 

Old mountains hugging me with joy, 

and I love you, my gorgeous land! 

 

      

 

 

Petar Anastasov, 30 years old, 

Kresna, Bulgaria 


